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Each of Mohammad Sabaaneh’s powerful drawings is 
like a gut punch that gets straight to the essence of the 
stark reality of Palestinian life under Israeli occupation. 
His artworks not cartoon nor painting, he is creating new 
form of art. This is how an artist resists. 
Joe Sacco, author and illustrator whose books include 
Palestine and Footnotes in Gaza



Mohammad Sabaaneh, a cartoonist since 2002 and an academic at 
Arab American University, holds a Master's in Illustration from the UK, 
by a Chevening Scholarship. His cartoons have been prominently 
featured in publications including The Washington Post, Al-Quds Al-
Arabi, and Al Haya. He is a member of the International Cartoon 
Movement and the Middle East representative for CRNI; he has 
garnered numerous accolades, including the 2013 Arabic Caricature 
Contest, winner of the International Estaq Festival First Prize in 2017, 
and won the EWK Award of 2024.  Sabaaneh exhibited his art globe, 
showcasing his artwork internationally. 

Sabaaneh has lectured on caricature art at prestigious universities 
across Europe and America, including Colombia, North Carolina, and 
Exeter. Notably, his original artwork is archived in the Cartoon 
Department of the Library of Congress, and Georgetown University 
has incorporated his cartoons into its scholarly research. 

In 2017, Sabaaneh was invited as a distinguished Palestinian 
intellectual and young leader to represent his community at the UN 
Headquarters in New York and in 2023 during the 75th anniversary 
commemoration of the Nakba. His mural was displayed at the event. 

He has curated three significant international exhibitions in Palestine: 
the first in 2014 at the Mahmoud Darwish Museum featuring 99 
artists, the second in 2018 ("From the World to Jerusalem") with 155 
participating artists, and the third in 2022 dedicated to Shireen Abu 
Aqleh. In 2023, he organized the first Palestinian comics collective 
exhibition. 

In 2017, Sabaaneh's first book “Palestine in White and Black” was 
published in the US by Just World Books and Al Saqi in the UK. It 
was also featured at the Edinburgh Book Festival in 2018. In 2021, 
his comic, "Power Born of Dreams: My Story is Palestine," was 
published in the USA and recognized as the first Palestinian comic. 

His work has been translated into Spanish, Catalan, French, Italian, 
Albanian, Greek, and Arabic, further underscoring its global impact.  

Sabaaneh extends the transformative power of caricature beyond 
traditional venues, using his art to facilitate communication for deaf 
students and provide therapeutic support to children affected by 
traumatic events such as the Israeli assault. 
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Cartoon



Cartoon



Cartoon



Newspaper



White and Black - first book

American Edition 

British Edition 



Publication with Just World books in USA and Alsaqi in UK

White and Black - first book

Despite working at a very complicated crossroads of 
ideology and political pressures,  Mohammad Sabaaneh 
continues to produce sharp, incisive cartoons.   His tenacity 
and courage is an  inspiration for cartoonists around the 
world. 
Matt Wuerker, Pulitzer Prize-winning editorial cartoonist 
at Politico 

If you want to get a smart Palestinan’s view of what’s 
happening in the Middle East, you can’t do better than look 
at Mohammad Sabaaneh’s cartoons—they tell you more than 
words can say. 
Victor Navasky, publisher emeritus, The Nation


Being a editorial cartoonist in the world today is a challenging 
task. First there are the journalistic rigors of keeping abreast 
of the news big and small, local and international. Then there 
are the satirical challenge of finding a way for you to employ 
the many faces of humor in your cartoon commentary. Finally 
there is the artistic challenges of drawing your satirical 
commentary in a compelling visual way on short deadlines.

Mohammad has proven that he can master all the difficult 
challenges of our unique craft. But what makes Mohammad’s 
place in the world of cartooning so extraordinary is that he 
performs his art in the world’s hottest of political hotspots. 
There is no place on the planet where the skins are thinner or 
the fuses shorter than in the Israel/Palestinian conflict. 
Mohammad bravely uses his great talents as a cartoonist to 
work in the midst of this political minefield.

Mohammad has earned the respect and admiration of many 
in the global cartoon community. I salute Mohammad and his 
cartoon efforts. 
KAL, editorial cartoonist, The Economist




Each of Mohammad Sabaaneh’s powerful drawings is like a gut 
punch that gets straight to the essence of the stark reality of 
Palestinian life under Israeli occupation. This is how an artist 
resists. 
Joe Sacco, author and illustrator whose books 
include Palestine and Footnotes in Gaza

White and Black - first book



White and Black - first book



White and Black - first book

Edinburgh Book Fare 2018

The winner of the International Estaq Festival in France First Prize in 
2017 for his book “Palestine Withe and Black”



https://theworld.org/stories/2017/05/04/mohammad-sabaaneh-cartoons-
occupation-palestine

https://qantara.de/en/article/mohammad-sabaaneh%E2%80%B2s-white-
and-black-political-cartoons-palestine-punching-through-glass

https://jonathanfryer.wordpress.com/2018/02/15/palestine-in-black-and-
white/

https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20180308-palestine-in-black-and-white/
#.WqEayY88q2Y.twitter

https://www.mintpressnews.com/the-artwork-of-palestinian-cartoonist-
mohammad-sabaaneh/238778/#.WqagaMDgl6s.facebook

https://www.friendsjournal.org/book/dreams-dreaming-go-white-black/

https://www.truthdig.com/articles/drawing-attention-to-ugly-realities/

White and Black - first book

Reviews

https://theworld.org/stories/2017/05/04/mohammad-sabaaneh-cartoons-occupation-palestine
https://theworld.org/stories/2017/05/04/mohammad-sabaaneh-cartoons-occupation-palestine
https://qantara.de/en/article/mohammad-sabaaneh%E2%80%B2s-white-and-black-political-cartoons-palestine-punching-through-glass
https://qantara.de/en/article/mohammad-sabaaneh%E2%80%B2s-white-and-black-political-cartoons-palestine-punching-through-glass
https://jonathanfryer.wordpress.com/2018/02/15/palestine-in-black-and-white/
https://jonathanfryer.wordpress.com/2018/02/15/palestine-in-black-and-white/
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20180308-palestine-in-black-and-white/#.WqEayY88q2Y.twitter
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20180308-palestine-in-black-and-white/#.WqEayY88q2Y.twitter
https://www.mintpressnews.com/the-artwork-of-palestinian-cartoonist-mohammad-sabaaneh/238778/#.WqagaMDgl6s.facebook
https://www.mintpressnews.com/the-artwork-of-palestinian-cartoonist-mohammad-sabaaneh/238778/#.WqagaMDgl6s.facebook
https://www.friendsjournal.org/book/dreams-dreaming-go-white-black/
https://www.truthdig.com/articles/drawing-attention-to-ugly-realities/


Power Born of Dream - second book

“An artistic triumph that will stand as an enduring 
testament to the spirit of the Palestinian people. 

Mohammad Sabaaneh is a master.” —

Joe Sacco, winner of the American Book Award for 

Palestine

A bird perches on the cell window and offers a deal: “You bring the pencil, and I will bring 
the stories,” stories of family, of community, of Gaza, of the West Bank, of Jerusalem, of 
Palestine. The two collect threads of memory and intergenerational trauma from ongoing 
settler-colonialism. Helping us to see that the prison is much larger than a building, far 

wider than a cell; it stretches through towns and villages, past military check points and 
borders. But hope and solidarity can stretch farther, deeper, once strength is drawn of 

stories and power is born of dreams. Translating headlines into authentic lived 
experiences, these stories come to life in the striking linocut artwork of Mohammad 
Sabaaneh, helping us to see Palestinians not as political symbols, but as people.

English, French, Italian, Albanian, Greek, and Arabic



Power Born of Dream - second book

Winner of the Palestine Book Awards in the UK

Is considered some of 
the Best Graphic 
Novels of 2021 by the 
American Library 
Association



https://www.humanite.fr/culture-et-savoir/bande-dessinee/bulles-dhumanite-je-ne-partirai-pas-en-palestine-une-
violence-de-tous-les-jours?
fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR3L4g4ynXOJ7g8VFQ0i2Kibm49sgNCBLJboB9TT9F60n8czixxtR4BsG7Y_aem
_PeCFplg7aukZpoEtw_4WEg

Shortlisted for the BULLES D HUMANITY Award 2024



 French, Italian, Spanish 

30 seconds from Gaza- The third book

‘Palestinian refugees in refugee camps for many years were reluctant to build their 
home with permanent materials such as stones lest it would convey a message 
that they are giving up their right of return. 
Mohammad Sabaaneh on the contrary uses Indian Ink because water can not 
erase it and it convey permanence.’ Ilan pappe



30 seconds from Gaza- The third book

30 seconds. 30-second peek through videos from the heart of Gaza to social media platforms. 

30 seconds of people’s lives in Gaza; a small window showcasing the atrocities and hell Palestinians in 
Gaza are living in. 30 seconds of people’s lives, of people like us. Humans, nothing less. Watching the 
full scene unfold is gut wrenching, scenes that not many people can watch. Sometimes, we get the 
“sensitive content” warning before the video begins… Can you imagine how the ones living those 30 
seconds feel… 

Two years ago, and up until the publishing of this book, my city Jenin has been living a hell similar to 
the one in Gaza. Portraying the horrendous scenes via my accounts was enough to get my accounts 
shadow banned and taken down, resulting in the loss of content accumulated and produced over the 
last 15 years, losing thousands of subscribers. This had me question the fate of the thousands of 
videos about Gaza, the pictures of Gaza, the commemoration of its historical importance, and the 
importance of documenting it. It can all be erased in a 

second, one decision will annihilate it all. Some of these videos have already been taken down during 
the war. The fate of Gaza’s story and history is in the hands of these corporations. 

Capturing and drawing scenes from these videos was a decision I made as a way to archive moments 
and information that are expected to be banned later. It allows me to showcase what is happening on 
the ground, showcasing the crimes committed against the people of Gaza. A correlation between 
cubism and destruction has always been present. Therefore, I chose cubism in order to display what is 
left behind, homes demolished, city turned into rubble. Influenced by Picasso’s Guernica which he 
painted during the Fascist attack on his city, Guernica. 

The reasoning behind using Indian drawing ink is its permanence, water cannot erase it. No substance 
at all can erase it, resembling the dried-up blood splattered across the roads of Gaza, its hospitals, its 
children’s faces… never erased, never forgotten





Lectures 

• New School University ((NY)) In   2015, 2017, 
2018. 

• School of Visual Art ((NY)) In 2015, 2017, 
2018, 2019, 2020. 

• Colombia University 2017 USA. 

• Stanford University 2017 USA. 

• San Francisco University 2017 USA. 

• Adolph 2017 USA 

• Ohio University 2015 USA. 

• North Carolina University 2018 (( My book is 
used as a curriculum for literature students)). 

• Seattle University 2018 USA. 

• New Jersey University 2018 USA. 

• NYU in 2018 USA. 

• Whitney University in Ireland  2019. 

• School of Art Dublin 2019. 

• Kitso University at Basque County in Spain. 

• Atlantic College   2013 UK. 

• Exeter University 2018 UK. 

• SOAS University UK 2019. 

• Coventry University in the UK 2019. 

• Texas University in 2020. 

• Villanova University. 2022. For postgraduate 
students about ((Political Art)). Via Zoom 

• Napoli University 2023. 

• Arab World Institute in Paris 2023. 

• Cairo Comics in Eygpt 2023. 



Conferences and Festivals 

Transnational Solidarity 
Conference Exeter in the UK 
2023

Grant Fest in Kosovo 2024 for 
comics.


HUMAN International 
Documentary Film Festival, 

taking place in Oslo, Norway 
on March 6th-12th 2023.


Comics For Justice festival in 
San Diego. 2021. Via zoom.


Lyon Comics Festival for 
Comics. 2021.


l'Estaque Festival in France 
2017 For Political Cartoonists.

Caine Festival in France 2015. 

For Political Cartoonists.




Exhibitions around the world 

Was invited by UN to UN Building on  solidarity Day with Palestine 

At the ICC



Exhibitions around the world 

in 2023 during the 75th anniversary commemoration of the Nakba. His 
mural was displayed at the UN.

The iconic painting *Guernica* by Picasso, symbolising the horrors of war. Sabaaneh 
used the Guernica as a reference ton represent the Nakbe. Sabaaneh mural has been 
reflecting the trauma and displacement faced by Palestinians in 1948. Both Guernica 
and the Nakba represent devastation from external aggression. Notably, *Guernica* was 
once displayed at the United Nations as a reminder of war's atrocities that what came to 
Sabaaneh mind to use it when he was asked ton represent the Nakba in an artwork to 
be exhibited at the UN.



Exhibitions around the world 

Exhibition: 
The number of exhibitions that Sabaaneh 

participated in according to his tours 
around the world for his books can't be 
counted.  Some of his exhibitions are:  

In 2024, he is organizing a comics 
exhibition at the Lacks Districts Festival in 

the UK.

In 2024, he participated in a comics 

collective exhibition in Napoli.

In 2023, he exhibited his artworks in Lyon, 
Sant Etienne, Albertville, and Marseille in 

France.

1n 2023 UN Headquarters in New York, 

during the 75th-anniversary 
commemoration of the Nakba, Exhibited 

his Palestinian Guernica.

In 2018, Exhibited his artwork at the 

International Criminal Court. 

In 2017, he exhibited his artwork to the 
Palestinians at the UN building in NY. 

Participated and cooperated in the 

Palestine History Exhibition for Cartoons 
in Spain 2012. The exhibition included 

several Palestinian cartoonists' 
contributions, including Imad Hajaj, Naser 
Al Jafari, and Naji Al Ali’s cartoons, and it 

was mobilized in Spanish cities. 

Participate in the International Exhibition 

of Press Freedom at Qatar -2012. 

Participate in More Than One Truth 

Exhibition at Holand, 2011. 

Participate at the Freedom Day Exhibition 

at Holand, 2011. 

Participate in an exhibition prepared by 

UNICEF in Geneva. 2011. 

Participate at the Metro Exhibition in 

Berlin, 2011.  

Participate in the Arab Spring Exhibition in 

Spain, 2011.  

Participate in the International Cartoons 
Exhibition for Gaza, which was held in 

Jordan in January 2009 




• Participate in the Gaza exhibition 
held in Syria in January 2009. 

• Participated in the Southern 
Lebanon Dahyeeh Exhibition after 
the Lebanon war in October 
2008.  

• Personal Exhibition "Halet 
Shaghab" traveled around four 
Palestinian cities, Jenin, Nablus, 
Ramallah, and Haifa, besides 
Amman - Jordan, May 2007 – 
May 2008.  

• Exhibition in cooperation with  the 
Artist Mohammad Abu Azezeh in 
Sculpture under the name of 
"JADAL" at the Arab American 
University 2004 

• Six Exhibitions specialized in 
caricature art  at An-Najah 
University and other Universities 
2000 - 2002  

• Participate in the Exhibition for 
Canadian Artists Traveled all 
around the Canadian universities 
in 2001 

Exhibitions around the world 



Several art magazines 
published his work 

including; World War Three.

Magazines



Due to the constant wars and destruction of Palestinian homes, 
artist Mohammad Sabaaneh chose to create murals on paper or 
digitally, reflecting his persistent feeling of displacement. His art 
captures the deep sense of loss and instability experienced by 
Palestinians, symbolizing the impermanence of home and the 
ongoing struggle for identity amidst conflict and exile.

Artworks



Artworks



Artworks

Murals 400 cm x 40 cm 

The history is Palestine 

Murals 400 cm x 40 cm 

The women

Murals 480 cm x 40 cm 

The human history 

Murals 520 cm x 40 cm 

The environment 

Murals 300 cm x 40 cm 

The environment 2



Many artists transform photographs of Palestinians into iconic images, highlighting their 
struggles and resilience. By referencing these photos for artworks these images, the 
artwork transcends mere documentation, turning individuals into symbols of resistance 
and survival. This artistic reinterpretation elevates their stories, creating visual narratives 
that emphasize the enduring fight for justice and identity in Palestine. 

Artworks



Street art 

 Mohammad Sabaaneh redesigned traffic signs to symbolize the hunger strikes of 
Palestinian prisoners, aiming to raise awareness among the public about their struggles 
inside Israeli jails. This project merges street art with activism, using everyday symbols 
in public spaces to convey powerful political messages, a hallmark of impactful street 
art movements worldwide.



Street art 



Exhibitions Sabaaneh arranged

The role of an artist engaged in the liberation of their people goes beyond their individual artistic 
work. Muhammad Sabaaneh, exemplifies this by organising three international exhibitions in 
Palestine. These exhibitions not only showcased his work but also featured contributions from 
artists around the world, creating a platform that highlighted the struggles of Palestinians living 
under occupation. By bringing international attention to these issues through art.
In addition to organise these exhibitions, Sabaaneh’s role as an artist extends to educating, 
training, and mobilising the local community. His efforts are a testament to how art can 
transcend aesthetic value, serving as a means of activism and resistance. Through his 
international exhibitions, Sabaaneh not only brought the Palestinian narrative to a wider 
audience but also empowered fellow Palestinians to share their stories, ultimately strengthening 
the collective fight for freedom and justice. First exhibition was in 2014 about the war in Gaza, 
99 artists from around the world participated. The second was in 2018 about the Palestinians 
kinds at the Israeli prisons. 150 artists participated. In 2022 he organised "Freedom Of speech" 
exhibitions.



Establish Art Movement 

In 2023, Palestinian artist Mohammad Sabaaneh organised a workshop to train young 
artists in comic-making, which led to the creation of the first Palestinian Comic Exhibition. 
The event featured international guests, including John Luke from Italy and Seth from the 
U.S., and aimed to establish a uniquely Palestinian comic art scene. This initiative was a 
testament to Sabaaneh’s belief in the power of comics as a tool for cultural expression 
and storytelling.

The exhibition proved successful, with four young artists signing contracts with American 
and Italian publishers and some contributing to international comic magazines. The 
initiative highlighted Palestinian talent and opened doors for these artists on the global 
stage. The exhibition will soon travel to the Lakes District Festival in the U.K., reinforcing 
Sabaaneh’s commitment to fostering artistic growth and bringing Palestinian stories to 
international audiences through comics.



Painting



Sculpture 



Entaglio  and print making 



Entaglio  and print making 



Georgetown University used his cartoon as a source at one of its academic researches

https://ccas.georgetown.edu/news/literature-born-of-captivity/



International Newspaper articles about his art 





Editorial board member of World War III magazine in 2025.



Workshop for kids



He has donated several artworks, that were sold in USA and 
Australia to support Palestinian art institutions and the 

Palestinian kids



https://electronicintifada.net/content/jailed-israel-his-cartoons-mohammad-sabaaneh-speaks-out/12924

http://justworldbooks.com/authors/mohammad-sabaaneh/

http://mondoweiss.net/2017/04/mohammad-sabaaneh-political/

http://www.seattleglobalist.com/2017/05/15/palestinian-cartoonist-chronicles-arrest-in-white-and-black/
65308

https://youtu.be/tyBv6jDyfaM

http://mondoweiss.net/2015/04/political-cartoonist-palestine/

https://www.truthdig.com/videos/chris-hedges-cartoonist-mohammad-sabaaneh-israeli-occupation-palestine-
video/

https://www.unitedsketches.org/sabaaneh/

http://justworldeducational.org/category/sabaaneh-tour-17/

https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/12/palestines-award-winning-cartoonist-takes-dig-at-
trump.html

https://sarahrosesharp.com/2017/05/24/white-and-black-by-mohammad-sabaaneh-hyperallergic/

http://as.nyu.edu/clacs/events/spring-2017/teaching-with-comics--artist-talk-with-mohammad-
sabaaneh---antho.html

https://en.qantara.de/content/mohammad-sabaanehs-white-and-black-political-cartoons-from-
palestine-punching-through-the

Links 

https://en.qantara.de/content/mohammad-sabaanehs-white-and-black-political-cartoons-from-palestine-punching-through-the
https://en.qantara.de/content/mohammad-sabaanehs-white-and-black-political-cartoons-from-palestine-punching-through-the


https://electronicintifada.net/content/mohammad-sabaanehs-dangerous-cartoons/20366

https://www.pri.org/stories/2017-05-05/palestinian-cartoonist-draws-israeli-occupation

https://www.jvpdc.org/events/mohammad-sabaaneh

https://www.afsc.org/blogs/acting-in-faith/drawing-justice-mohammad-sabaaneh-palestine-art-and-hope

https://rachelcorriefoundation.org/event/mohammad-sabaaneh-cartoonist-to-visit-oly

https://youtu.be/ahMLiL3lJ58

https://youtu.be/N-Db4eVm5nw

https://youtu.be/4HHh9WJXcNg

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.truthdig.com/articles/drawing-attention-to-ugly-realities/
&source=gmail&ust=1525853340739000&usg=AFQjCNHceKJ-sc28UzQ-IykhrHUpdTcOCQ&sa=D

https://rachelcorriefoundation.org/event/mohammad-sabaaneh-cartoonist-to-visit-oly


SABAANEH


